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BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1949 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Mayor ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Public  Health 
and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  District  for  the  year  1949.  It  is 
followed  by  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

This  report  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  instructions  received 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  2/50,  dated  25th  January, 
1950. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

D.  L.  Johnson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Budge  Farm  House , 

Fr  ox  field 
Marlborough. 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  D.  L.  JOHNSON,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  K.  C.  YEOMAN,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  E.  W.  NEWMAN,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Considerable  changes  in  Staff  occurred  early  in  the  year. 
Mr.  Yeoman,  who  had  joined  the  authority  at  the  end  of  1948  succeeded 
Mr.  Paine  as  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  vacancy  of  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  filled  by  Mr.  Newman.  Despite  this  upheaval 
the  work  of  the  Department  was  carried  on  most  satisfactorily,  and  761 
visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 
Population — Census  1931 
Population  mid-1949,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar- General 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1949 
By  Private  Enterprise 
By  Local  Authority 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


1,496 

3,492 

5,397 

L393 

37 

9 

28 

£37,249 

£150 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

25 

36 

61 

Legitimate 

23 

34 

57 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Still  Births 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— 

— 

Live  Birth  Rate 

11.3 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

16.7 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

25 

24 

49 

Crude  Death  Rate 

9.1 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

11.7 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

. . .  — 

2 

2 

Legitimate 

...  — 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

...  — 

— 

— 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

32.8 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales 

32.0 

3 


Note 

The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1949  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  does  not  include  deaths  of 
non-civilians.  The  death-rate  has,  therefore,  been  calculated  as  the 
number  of  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  civilian  population. 

In  order  to  preserve  continuity  with  the  years  since  1940,  the  live 
birth  rate  has  been  calculated  as  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  of 
the  civilian  population. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  was  56,  as 
compared  with  154  in  1948.  38  of  these  were  Measles,  February  being 
the  month  of  greatest  incidence  with  27  notifications. 

Of  the  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  3  were  in  one  family  at  a  dairy 
farm,  and  one  the  son  of  a  schoolmaster,  but  in  both  instances  effective 
isolation  was  maintained,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

One  case  of  polimyelitis  occurred  at  the  College,  and  the  patient 
was  admitted  to  hospital.  The  question  of  precautions  to  be  taken 
was  discussed  with  the  College  Medical  Officer,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
he  should  put  the  town  out  of  bounds  to  the  boys  for  three  weeks ; 
that  all  competitive  games  should  be  stopped  in  order  to  avoid  over¬ 
fatigue  ;  and  that  all  parents  should  be  given  the  option  of  taking  their 
boys  home.  Only  about  a  dozen  parents  took  this  option,  and  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  to  which  the  boys  went  were 
informed.  Complete  isolation  of  the  College  is  an  impossibility,  but 
putting  the  town  out  of  bounds  to  the  boys  does,  of  course,  lessen  the 
risk  of  spread,  should  an  epidemic  be  developing :  in  this  instance 
no  further  cases  occurred. 

A  table  of  the  monthly  notifications  of  infectious  disease  is  given 
below. 
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MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 
Pneumonia 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid 

Dysentry 

Food  Poisoning 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Total 


1  1 - I  24  1  10 


- 0 

- 0 

1  27  2  4  4 -  38 

—  11—2—11 - 1—  7 

- 0 

- 1 - i 


- 0 

- 0 

- 0 

- o 

- o 

- o 

- o 

- o 

2  29  3460111351  56 


TUBERCULOSIS 

9  new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register  of  notifications,  7  being 
Pulmonary,  and  2  Non-Pulmonary.  There  were  two  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  six  other  cases  were  removed  from  the 
Register,  five  on  recovery  and  one  on  leaving  the  Borough.  The 
Tuberculosis  Registers  are  now  being  checked,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it 
may  be  possible  to  write  off  a  number  of  war-time  notifications  of 
patients  who  have  since  returned  to  their  home  districts. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS 

Immunisations  against  diphtheria  were  continued,  under  the 
County  scheme,  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  at  schools.  The  number 
of  children  protected  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  935,  a  percentage  of  54.7. 
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VACCINATION 


Although  Vaccination  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council, 
as  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946,  it  is  also,  in  my  view,  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  local 
Sanitary  Authority,  which  would  be  more  directly  concerned  should 
smallpox  occur  within  its  area.  No  figures  equivalent  to  those  for 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  available,  but  it  is  estimated  that  only 
12.1%  of  the  infants  born  in  Wilts  during  the  year  were  vaccinated. 
The  decline  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  is  serious,  and  is 
causing  concern  to  Health  Authorities  throughout  the  Country. 

In  the  event  of  smallpox  occurring  in  this  District,  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Swindon  Group  Hospital 
Management  Commitee  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing  etc., 
at  the  Swindon  Isolation  Hospital.  Any  of  the  Council’s  Staff  likely  to 
be  in  contact  with  a  case  in  the  course  of  their  duty  have  been  advised 
to  be  re-vaccinated  every  two  years.  A  smallpox  diagnostic  test  set 
has  been  obtained  from  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Colindale. 

Two  passengers  from  the  s.s.  Mooltan  in  which  a  case  of  smallpox 
had  occurred,  were  notified  by  the  Port  of  London  Authority  as 
travelling  to  Marlborough.  They  had  been  re-vaccinated  before 
disembarking,  and  were  kept  under  surveillance  for  the  required  period. 
Neither  developed  smallpox. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  One  old  person  entered  a  Home  voluntarily. 

HOUSING 

This,  in  my  opinion,  still  remains  the  most  urgent  item  on  the 
Council’s  agenda  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view,  and  with  the 
present  rate  of  restricted  progress,  threatens  to  remain  so  for  some  years  to 
come.  In  addition  to  the  need  for  re-housing  of  overcrowded  families, 
of  people  living  with  in-laws  or  in  lodgings,  and  of  the  increasing 
percentage  of  old  people,  there  is  also  the  question  of  the  unfit  house 
to  be  considered.  There  is  a  natural  reluctance  to  demolish  houses, 
which  are  beyond  repair,  at  a  time  like  this,  but  I  feel  strongly  that 
progress,  however  slow,  should  be  made  if  the  health  of  those  who  have 
no  choice  but  to  live  in  such  places  is  not  to  deteriorate.  Special 
consideration  should,  of  course,  be  given  to  families  living  in  condemned 
houses  as  new  houses  become  available. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer 
introduced  a  new  kind  of  certificate  which  is  of  great  help  in  assessing 
the  relative  merits  of  claims  for  re-housing  on  the  grounds  of  tuberculosis. 
There  are  three  priorities,  the  highest  being  given  only  in  cases  where 
alternative  accommodation  is  urgently  needed  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection.  In  my  view  absolute  priority  should  be  given  to  this  category. 
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WATER  SAMPLING 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  submit  monthly 
samples  from  the  public  supply  for  bacteriological  examination,  and 
this  policy  has  been  carried  out. 


FOOD  HANDLING 

Although  no  cases  of  food-poisoning  or  other  gastro-enteric  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year,  this  is  no  reason  for  complacency,  and 
keen  interest  has  been  shown  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  helping 
food  shops  and  restaurants  to  attain  a  high  standard  of  hygiene.  Such 
a  standard  is  particularly  important  in  this  Borough  because  of  the 
waves  of  visitors  in  search  of  refreshment  who  pass  through  at  all  times 
of  the  year,  and  especially  in  the  summer  months,  when  the  risk  of 
food  infection  is  greatest. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  issued  Model 
Bye-laws,  dealing  with  the  “  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food, 
and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air.”  These  will  be  placed  before  the 
Council  in  1950. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

In  January  a  report  was  made  to  the  Council  on  the  New  Road 
and  Angel  Yard  Slaughter  Houses,  which  were  considered  to  be 
inadequate,  unhygienic,  and  a  danger  to  health,  both  as  to  their 
situation  and  as  to  the  handling  of  meat.  Later  in  the  year,  after  an 
inspection  by  Ministry  of  Works  and  other  officials  the  Ministry  of 
Food  closed  both  premises  as  structurally  dangerous. 


VISIT  OF  GERMAN  MEDICAL  OFFICERS 

In  October  two  Medical  Officers  of  Health  from  the  British  zone  of 
Germany,  who  had  come  to  this  country  as  guests  of  the  Foreign  Office 
to  study  Public  Health  administration  in  England  spent  a  week  in  the 
East  Wilts  Combined  Sanitary  District.  Mr.  Bell  very  kindly  showed 
them  over  the  Town  Hall,  and  they  were  most  interested  in  the  historic 
associations.  They  visited  the  water  and  sewrerage  works  and  several 
food  premises  in  the  town,  and  wrere  surprised  and  impressed  by  the 
friendly  way  in  which  the  officials  were  received  by  the  shopkeepers ; 
and  at  the  extent  of  public  services  available  in  a  small  borough. 


SWIMMING  BATH 

Chloramination  was  continued  daily  during  the  season  and  samples 
taken  for  orthotolidine  tests  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


AS  RETURNED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL 


1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

M. 

F. 

Total 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

■ — 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Influenza  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

1 

— 

1 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) 
and  Uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

— 

4 

4 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

18 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

2 

3 

5 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

8 

6 

14 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

1 

3 

21 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

22 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea — under  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

29 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortional  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Premature  Births  ...  ..1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  and 
Infantile  Diseases 

2 

2 

33 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

o 

Urn 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

36 

All  Other  Causes 

3 

— 

3 

All  Causes 

25 

24 

49 
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BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1949 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  this  department.  Though  this  is  titled  “  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  "  some  duties  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  are  in  many  ways  so 
closely  allied  that  they  too  are  mentioned  in  this  report. 

The  tables  and  statistics  are  set  out  as  required  by  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  2/50. 

In  these  days  of  Inspectors,  and  Inspectors  of  Inspectors ,  our  task  is 
not  made  easier,  but  we  have  found  co-operation  from  most  owners  and 
occupiers  in  the  Borough  and  hope  that  we  will  be  looked  upon  by  all  as  the 
department  to  come  to  for  advice  and  help. 

I  must  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  The  Mayor  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  and  Housing  Committees.  Without  their 
help  and  willingness  to  discuss  problems ,  frequently  at  length  and  in  their 
own  valuable  time,  this  department  would  cease  to  provide  a  service  to  the 
public. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  Yeoman. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector's  &  Surveyor's  Office, 

Council  Offices,  1 ,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 

1281  visits  were  made  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
of  these  515  were  in  connection  with  Surveyor’s  duties. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

As  a  result  of  complaints  the  following  action  was  taken  : — 
Served.  Informal  Notices  27  Statutory  Notices  7 

Complied.  ,,  ,,12  ,,  , ,  3 

Summons  were  issued  in  2  cases  but  abatement  of  the  nuisance  before 
the  hearing  resulted  in  a  withdrawal. 

HOUSING  ACT  1936 

5  houses  were  represented  for  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

The  procedure  laid  down  under  this  section  is  proceeding  in  one 
case  only,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  will  be 
forthcoming. 

It  is  regretted  that  it  is  found  necessary  to  represent  houses  for 
demolition  while  the  housing  situation  is  so  acute. 

It  must  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  frequently  the  tenants  of 
bad  houses  become  rehoused  partly  due  to  the  state  of  the  house,  and 
a  new  tenant,  sometimes  from  out  of  the  district,  uses  the  poor 
conditions  as  a  lever  to  hoist  himself  higher  up  the  housing  list.  In 
other  words  the  bad  houses  become  a  stepping  stone  to  a  Council  House. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 

On  31st  July,  1949  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  town  were  closed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  During  the  7  months  they  were  in  action  139 
visits  were  paid  to  inspect  meat  and  the  following  condemnation  took 
place : — 


cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

PIGS 

Number  killed 

238 

475 

LAMBS 

525 

57 

Number  inspected  ... 

238 

475 

525 

57 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

82 

9 

27 

16 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 

than  T.B. 

35.5 

2.19 

5.39 

31.6 

T.B.  only 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

9 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

110 

_ 

1 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

50 

1.9 

Total  meat  condemned  5  tons  18  cwts. 

1  qr.  11 

lbs. 
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Acting  as  relief  to  the  Inspector  at  Pewsey  R.D.C.  10  visits  were 
paid  to  their  Slaughter  House  and  a  further  60  Cattle,  67  Calves,  1  Pig 
and  159  Sheep  were  inspected  and  17  cwts.  7  lbs.  were  condemned. 

Other  Food  condemned  included  fish,  various  tins,  etc.  and  amounted 
to  8  cwts.  1  qr.  25  lbs. 

Humane  Slaughter.  The  Council  of  Justice  to  Animals  and  Humane 
Slaughter  Association  have  provided  the  department  with  a  Cash  Captive 
bolt  pistol  for  use  in  connection  with  the  private  slaughter  of  pigs.  As 
a  result  we  have  been  able  to  ensure  that  some  thirty  or  forty  pigs  have 
been  humanely  slaughtered. 

Ice  Cream.  Ice  Cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  summer 
months  and  varying  results  obtained.  There  is  one  manufacturer  in 
the  borough,  and  20  dealers,  all  of  which  were  inspected  during  the 
year.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  manufacturer  because  his 
products  go  into  other  districts  for  sale.  Co-operation  has  taken  place 
and  the  cause  of  one  bad  sample  was  quickly  discovered  with  a  resulting 
improvement. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949 

On  1st  October,  1949,  new  milk  regulations  came  into  force  and  as 
a  result  considerable  time  was  spent  in  clarifying  requirements.  All  the 
necessary  registrations  and  licences  will  be  issued  early  in  1950. 

FOOD  PREMISES  AND  RESTAURANTS 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises  and  restaurants. 
The  general  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  is  high. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  visits  paid  in  relation  to  infectious  disease  was 
abnormally  low,  there  being  5  enquiries  only.  Disinfection  was  carried 
out  where  necessary  and  where  requested. 

HOUSING 

10  C.U.  houses  and  4  C.U.  flats  have  been  completed  during  the 
year  together  with  4  traditionals.  The  programme  is  proceeding  and  a 
further  4  flats  and  12  houses  are  under  construction. 

THE  COMMON  CAMP 

The  alterations  to  the  Common  Camp  are  now  complete  and  give 
49  units  of  accommodation  in  all.  These  huts  are  not  all  that  can  be 
desired  but  with  a  little  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  provide 
fair  accommodation  at  a  low  rental. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Routine  Water  samples  of  the  Town’s  supply  have  been  taken  at 
monthly  intervals  and  the  results  have  proved  satisfactory.  Samples 
have  also  been  taken  from  wells  in  the  district  and  the  results  have 
shown  gross  pollution.  The  town  supply  is  available  at  stand  pipes 
outside  the  cottages  and  all  necessary  precautions  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  danger  to  health. 
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Three  properties  have  had  a  piped  water  supply  taken  into  the 
house  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  in  a  further  11  cases.  This 
includes  cottages  already  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph. 

Since  the  introduction  of  internal  water  supply  needs  a  drainage 
system  the  expense  involved  in  even  the  smallest  scheme  necessitates 
slow  progress.  Hasty  action  in  these  cases  results  in  the  minimum  of 
work  being  carried  out. 

Approximately  95%  of  the  houses  and  population  in  the  Borough 
have  a  water  supply  in  the  house  in  pipes  and  the  remainder  are  served 
by  outside  stand  pipes.  Despite  the  dry  summer  the  town  supply  was 
found  to  be  quite  adequate.  Difficulties  are  frequently  arising  during 
peak  draw-off  hours  due  mainly  to  lack  of  storage  capacity. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Effluents  from  the  Elcot  Lane  Sewerage  Works  continue  to  prove 
satisfactory.  It  is  hoped  that  the  works  carried  out  to  alleviate  the 
smell  nuisance  complained  of  during  the  year  will  prove  satisfactory. 

The  Ejector  at  Manton  is  not  functioning  satisfactorily  but  as  a 
result  of  careful  supervision,  nuisances  have  been  avoided.  Further 
work  at  this  station  is  anticipated  during  the  coming  year.  Two  houses 
previously  served  by  bucket  latrines  have  now  been  provided  with  a 
water  carriage  system  :  one  by  connection  to  a  sewer  and  one  by 
construction  of  a  small  disposal  plant. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Despite  the  increase  of  work  caused  by  the  completion  of  the 
Common  Camp  and  continued  building  of  Council  and  Private  Enterprise 
houses  a  weekly  refuse  collection  has  been  maintained.  The  developments 
in  the  Borough  have  resulted  in  an  increase  of  over  50  units.  Twice- 
weekly  collections  have  been  maintained  at  shops  and  food  premises. 
Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Portfields.  This  tip  is 
difficult  to  control  with  the  labour  available  and  fire  broke  out  on  two 
occasions. 


SALVAGE 

The  Collection  of  salvage  is  no  longer  compulsory  and  falling  prices 
have  rendered  it  an  uneconomical  practice.  It  has  therefore  been 
discontinued. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

A  part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  in  the  Borough.  Repeated 
baiting  and  poisoning  has  taken  place  at  the  Portfields  Tip  and  the 
Sewerage  Works.  A  number  of  private  houses  and  food  premises  have 
been  infested  and  satisfactorily  cleared  by  the  staff. 
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A  sewer  test  was  carried  out  with  negative  results. 

Early  in  1950  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  will  come 
into  effect.  This  will  entail  some  re-organisation  of  the  arrangements 
at  present  made  to  cover  this  area. 


FACTORIES  ACT 

23  visits  have  been  made  to  factories  and  certain  improvements 
have  been  effected.  Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  improved  in  a 
number  of  cases. 

There  is  one  outworker  in  the  district. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Duties  under  this  Act  have  been  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
ordinary  sanitary  visits. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


* 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Surveyor’s  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  515 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Ice  Cream  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 


Total  1281 
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